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THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH HALOGEN LIGHTS




Thousands At Risk From Halogen-light Death Traps

The Sunday Age
Sunday July 22, 2007

Mark Russell
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"Halogens are a bloody nightmare and they're evieey®; in homes, office buildings,

cafes . .. The easiest thing to do would be totbam," he said.
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HALOGEN LIGHTS LOOK GOOD BUT CAN COST THE EARTH
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Power and carbon consumption

- Halogen lights are inefficient: ~ Consumer perception is that 12VAC is energy efficient
yet halogen downlights deliver on average of only 10 lumens per Watt , requiring
multiple high wattage lamps and contributing many millions of dollars  in avoidable cost
to households, businesses and governments.

- Halogen down lights are responsible for ~ an estimated 3.3 million tons of CO2
emissions to the atmosphere each year from Australia alone. The scale of this problem
has alerted Australia, the USA and other nations to the need for legislation restricting

their use.
- Consumer and industry awareness:  The environmental message is getting through
and informed consumers are making purchasing decisions that will reduce their

carbon footprint , and carbon emission legislation and offset opportunities are getting
industry attention.

Dangers of halogen down lights

- Halogen lamps are known to be responsible for fires in excess of 180 home and
commercial buildings each year in Australia alone, endangering life and causing millions
of dollars of damage thereby prompting restrictive regulations in Australia and overseas
markets.

REPRINTED FROM INDICE ECOTECH MARKET OVERVIEW

Halogen lamps

%'F %%
%FF% ? > ? 97> ?;



Vv >

9%%*

9%4 4l
L 41* 7, +
1 +
!
! >
%6




Australian Broadcasting Corporation

FOUR CORNERS 2007

Investigative TV journalism at its best.

NOTE ON HALOGEN DOWNLIGHTS ( current comments 2010 in

Reporter Jonathan Holmes follows up on the mafteamgen downlights, in response to
audience feedback following his report "The Homer¥el, broadcast 25 June, 2007.

Reporter:Jonathan Holmes

NOTE ON HALOGEN DOWNLIGHTS from reporter Jonathan H olmes
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And if you're building or renovating, don't let klers, designers, architects or
electricians (many of whom know little and careslebdout energy efficiency) talk you
into installing halogens. Ideally, avoid downlightisat involve piercing the ceiling
altogether, so that you can insulate the ceilinggetely.

Red Alert On Down Light Installation

.... Down lights, illegal wiring, and combustible mat  erial can create death

traps.
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Whilst down lights are an emerging safety problen Home owners and renovators,
illegal wiring and electrical faults also continuéal be a general problem for home
owners, Mr Hallett added.




While they may seem attractive, halogen downlights
have a definite dark side
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Fixing the problem
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Red Alert on Insulation and Down Lights
.... Down lights, illegal wiring, and combustible mat erial can create
death traps.
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The fire in this home started in the roof cavity above the smoke detector placed in the ceiling
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Sun Herald
Sunday July 22, 2007

By Daniel Dasey and Mark Russell
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